Regression of cholesterol induced venous plaques after cholesterol withdrawal in rabbits.
Rabbits receiving a dietary cholesterol supplement of 0.5% develop atheromatous plaques in the systemic arteries, the pulmonary artery, the pulmonary veins and the venous cavities of the plexus pampiniformis in the funiculus spermaticus. Six months after the withdrawal of the cholesterol supplement the arterial lesions are still present, and show a fibrous transformation. This study is the first report of the total regression of the lesions in the particular venous localizations of the lungs and the plexus pampiniformis. The level of intraluminal pressure is discussed as the possible mechanism responsible for the diverging vascular reactivity.